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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Background 

RIPORT partnered the UNHCR to assist it in the implementation of the GoP policy to assist and 

accelerate the voluntary repatriation of Afghan refugees in the eleven Southern districts of the KP 

including tribal frontier regions. These refugees had earlier migrated to Pakistan in the late 1970s and 

subsequently. However since there were military operations undertaken by the GoP in the tribal areas, 

it was decided exclude these areas from VRP. According to data available there were 176,000 refugees 

who resided in this large region. Approximately, 30% of such refugees resided in the tribal areas and 

the rest were residing within the Southern districts of KP 

The contract between the RIPORT and UNHCR was signed on April 3, 2012 and the tasks were to be 

completed by September 30, 2012. 

The following were the main goals of the Voluntary Repatriation Project (VRP): 

 To assist the UNHCR in accelerating the voluntary return of the refugees 

 To meet the objective through the mechanisms of advocacy, community consultations, FGDs 

(where data was to be collected in response to designed questionnaires), individual meetings with 

key persons, creating a demand for repatriation through awareness campaigns, distribution of 

brochures, understanding the perceptions of returnees, examining the dynamics of pull factors in 

the return areas of Afghanistan. 

 One of the important deliverable in this project was to provide a research study of perceptions of 

refugees regarding voluntary repatriation. The instant report is the fulfillment of that deliverable 

 

Methodology 

In order to provide insight into the perceptions held by the refugees concerning their repatriation the 

following techniques were undertaken: 

 Collection of insights from key informants 
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 Desk review 

 Interviews with individuals and communities 

 Generating statistical reiterations  by  filling questionnaires from meetings with individuals 

 Testing the received wisdom from the above process by consulting 279 FGDs with the Afghan 

refugees. 

 

Major Findings 

The following are some of the major findings that resulted from this composite form of research 

carried out amongst the Afghan refugees dwelling in the Southern district of KP. 

 74% of the refugees living in Southern region of KP migrated from Afghanistan during 1978-

1980 (one year before the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and two years after it), 23% migrated 

during 1981-1983, while 3% migrated in 1984 -1986. In other words by the time President 

Karmal had achieved power living in Afghanistan was not considered threatening. After 

President Najibullah took over in 1986 the flow of refugees had almost ended; this projects 

some very interesting hypothesis. Some of them will be of relevance to the galloping insecurity 

in Pakistan. 

 44% of the refugees are daily wage earners and would constitute economic migrants who 

would be more inclined to live in Pakistan rather than return to Afghanistan. In the absence of 

a strong economy inside Afghanistan that can generate employment and livelihoods it will be 

difficult for to hope that they will wish to be repatriated to poverty. 

 14% of the refugees were and are associated with agriculture/livestock activities while 13% ran 

small informal businesses. 

 58% of the refugees had a relative living abroad. Thus it will be safe to assume that the 

refugees would be attracting remittances from abroad. In the absence of any data that calculates 

the volume of such transfers it is not possible to project any supposition.  
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 Out of them 59% are receiving remittances between Rs. 10,001-20,000 per month, whereas 

24% replied that they received remittances of between Rs. 20,001-30,000 per month. 12% 

received remittances above Rs. 40,000 per month. 

 Top three issues faced by Afghan refugees in camps are related to shortage of water supply 

(23%),, lack of health (21%), and education services (18%).   

 According to the refugees the top three problems that they would face in Afghanistan were 

shelter (25%), security (23%), and obtaining incomes/livelihoods (22%). 

 Only 37% of the Afghan refugees said that they had benefited from VRC services.  

 53% said that adverse safety and security situation is the main factor discouraging them from 

returning to Afghanistan.  

 53% of those who wished to return to Afghanistan said that they would prefer going back 

through Torkham while 28% would use Ghulam Khan border in North Waziristan. This clearly 

shows the districts from which the refugees originally hailed from 

 By and large the refugees said that they were treated well by the host communities while 10% 

said that they were ethnically discriminated against in Pakistan. 

 70% of the refugees said that that no one has facilitated them for obtaining information for 

purposes of repatriation.  

 75% of the refugees did not have knowledge about UNHCR-VRC program.  

 78% (of those who are already familiar with this program) are satisfied with the level of 

information provided.  

 69% of the Afghan refugees were willing to return to their country, while 31% of the 

respondent said that they were willing for repatriation if certain conditions like provision of 

food, shelter, and security was provided to them. 
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 84% of the refugees wanted integration into Pakistan (earn the status of Pakistani citizenship). 

 Only 25% said they wanted to re-settle in any other country, with the condition that it was an 

Islamic country.  

 86% desired that there should be skill development programs for them when they return to 

Afghanistan they also preferred trainings in mechanical/technical field, tailoring/embroidery, 

and in information technology. 

 70% of the refugees had knowledge about provision of encashment while crossing the border 

while repatriating. 

 22% of the refugees are in need of legal assistance for reclamation of their land/property in 

Afghanistan that has been usurped by others. 

 99% said they needed assistance for employment and starting their own business in 

Afghanistan. 

 All of them desired assistance for their children’s’ education. 

 

Conclusions 

The following are the main conclusions that have been the research: 

 The Afghan refugees of Southern KP did not welcome repatriation.  

 If the government of Pakistan and the UNHCR wanted voluntary repatriation to succeed the 

conditions relating to security inside Afghanistan needed improvement, the availability of jobs 

in the receiving areas needed to expand and adequate facilities were needed in education and 

the health fields.  
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 This research found that two areas that would create a pull factor in Afghanistan to attract the 

refugees back will be provision of adequate skill development opportunities and availability of 

employment to generate incomes.  

The major issues that made them fearful of repatriation on the Pakistani score were: 

 That they will be exploited by corrupt practices at the border with long waiting time at 

collection points 

 They were apprehensive that they would not receive encashment.  

 The study found that the Afghan refugees were not completely aware about the UNHCR-VRC 

strategy that needed improvements in its communication strategy. There is thus a need for a 

more effective awareness campaign regarding repatriation of Afghan refugees. 

 Repatriation will increase wages as labor demand in the Southern district will pick up with a 

decrease of labor availability that is now being provided by the Afghan Refugees.  

 

Clearly improving matters in Afghanistan is beyond the capability of Pakistan to influence as such 

factors lie within the competency of Afghanistan. Clearly, at the moment the negative factors far 

outweigh the positive ones concerning the voluntary return of Afghan refugees.  

The UNHCR may wish to sound out its partners about these findings otherwise there will be 

misfounded recriminations leveled for the less than optimum performance on account of the voluntary 

repatriation scheme. It is because the factors that would support such a program lie within the 

competency of the Afghan government over which Pakistan has little influence.  
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CHAPTER I 

BACKGROUND 

Pakistan wants the return of over 3 million Afghan refugees that came to the country after the invasion 

of Afghanistan by the USSR. Pakistan has been carrying the burden of the Afghan refugees (over 3 

million at its peak), that has added to its economic burden. Pakistan maintained a policy of temporary 

protection with voluntary return as the preferred option; however, comprehensive repatriation was not 

in sight, as it remained hostage to official Afghan policy and the protracted fighting in that country. 

Even the end of cold war and demise of the Soviet Union did not bring a relief to this situation as the 

worsening civil war in Afghanistan discouraged the repatriation of refugees to their country.  

Repatriation occurs when livelihood prospects and security improves in the home country, unless 

ground realities improve as perceived by refugees themselves, return is not preferred. The political and 

economic situation has still not improved to the extent to be an incentive for return of all the refugees. 

Therefore, successful/comprehensive repatriation is still awaited. Refugee presence has been a major 

concern that has generated resentment from the local population. Many elements in Pakistan believe 

that Afghanistan refugees would never really go back, even if the political situation improves. This 

assumption so far holds true despite partial repatriations.  

Afghans, on the other hand say that they do desire to return, but they do not want to risk their lives in a 

country where the conditions remain dangerous. Instead, continued military operations inside 

Afghanistan since 2001 has resulted in new influxes. The porous Pak-Afghan border has made things 

more difficult for the host country to check and prevent new refugees, despite Pakistan’s desire to stop 

the influx of refugees. Apparently one of the pre-conditions for the return of refugees is to insure 

enduring peace and stability in Afghanistan.  

With the collapse of the Taliban regime on November 12, 2001 and installation of an interim 

government of Hamid Karzai, once again primacy was given to repatriation. Afghanistan needs its 

people back for restructuring the country and political stability, while Pakistan desires to shed its 

economic burden and disentangle itself from refugee politics, as it has paid a high price for hosting 

them by the increase in insecurity. Their long stay must end in order to bring peace to the region. The 
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new political developments in Afghanistan and the euphoria amongst the refugees to return should not 

be over stressed as many challenges remain before the refugees will return to their country. The 

current repatriation process that began in March 2002 was a ray of hope, but it is too early to predict 

that it would lead to the desired objective of permanent return. 

This research attempts to answer several questions; for instance, why repatriation has assumed greater 

significance now and how can the current repatriation program be made a success given past failures? 

A successful repatriation not only means the return of refugees but ensuring that they enter the 

mainstream of life-economically, politically, socially in their home country. This requires incentives 

for refugees to go back and resettle without any fear of insecurity. Monetary and material incentives 

are not enough to guarantee a durable and sustainable repatriation. This research also examines what 

policy readjustments are required on part of Pakistan to make repatriation a success? There is also the 

suggestion that repatriation programs need to be re-evaluated and assessed to overcome the 

shortcomings of the repatriation policy and to chalk out new strategies to encourage repatriation from 

Pakistan. Some answers are also provided on how creasing risks to them. All these questions are in the 

ambit of this study. 

INTRODUCTION 

Afghanistan has been home of crises throughout 21st century including horrific strikes of Russian 

forces and fighting with local mujahidin till 1988. But events of 9/11 brought colossal changes to the 

world and so to Afghanistan. NATO forces put an end to Taliban regime in 2001 and Afghanistan saw 

a new situation. USA and other 43 other countries from the world invested billions of dollars for the 

sustainability of the country.  

It is a fact that Pakistan bore the burden of massive refugee influxes as geographically it borders 

Afghanistan. Afghanistan has experienced many political changes since the Soviet withdrawal in 

February 1989, yet repatriation of millions of refugees from Pakistan has not been accomplished. 

Attempts have been made to repatriate the refugees many a time, but these were not successful as new 

influxes led to continued presence of refugee population in Pakistan. The changing nature of the 

Afghan conflict has put stress on the Pakistani Government to permanently resolve the prolonged issue 

of refugees in Pakistan. Repatriation of Afghan refugees is a formidable task for any government in 
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Pakistan due to the complicated and stressful nature of process. Pakistan has the responsibility to serve 

a huge population of 180 million. Efforts have been made to repatriate the Afghan refugees under the 

2002 Repatriation Program, but still approximately 2 million Afghan Refugees remain in Pakistan who 

crossed the borders from 40 different locations in Afghanistan. Currently, the bulk of refugees in 

Pakistan are Pashtuns living within and outside the refugee camps in various parts of the Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Province. 

PROGRESS SO FAR 

Despite efforts made by the Government of Pakistan (GoP) and the UNHCR for repatriation the 

process could not take off successfully. In the year 2010, some 7,500 refugees re-entered Pakistan, 

compelled by lack of security, livelihood and shelter in Afghanistan. During 2011, the total number of 

refugees repatriated from Pakistan was 43, 000 i. e. 59% lower than the figure of around 100,000 

during the preceding year of 2010. The decline in the volume of repatriation of Afghan refugees was 

noted with concern and hence the need for more concerted efforts by the Government and the UN 

refugee organization to further streamline the joint intervention to put the process on track.  

 

In October 2006, the government with support from UNHCR started a 15-week exercise to register the 

Afghan refugees living in Pakistan. 2.19 million Afghans were registered and issued Proof of 

Registration (PoR) cards. Over 360,000 Afghans returned home in 2007, including more than 200,000 

unregistered Afghans. In 2008, more than 274,000 Afghans repatriated voluntarily from Pakistan with 

UNHCR’s assistance. In 2009, some 37,000 Afghans have returned home. 

 

Since 2002, UNHCR assisted repatriation of 4.6 million Afghan refugees from Pakistan and Iran in 

collaboration with assistance from respective governments of hosting countries. Those repatriated 

from Pakistan returned to Kabul (26%), Nangrahar province in the East (14%), Herat in the West (8%) 

and Kunduz province in the North (8%). 

 

According to official sources as many as 175,654 PoR holders, both encamped and off-camp, are 

currently residing in Southern districts of KP i.e. Hangu, Kohat, FR Kohat, Bannu, FR Bannu, Lakki 

Marwat, FR Lakki Marwat, Dera Ismail Khan, FR Dera Ismail Khan, Tank and FR Tank. 
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RIPORT partnered UNHCR and the Commissionerate of Afghan Refugees (CAR) to facilitate and 

carry out voluntary repatriation program 2012 in the southern part of KP. The focus was to target and 

encourage the return of 176,000 encamped Afghan population using various approaches such as; 

advocacy through Focus Group Discussions (FGD) & individual interviews, awareness campaigns and 

brochure dissemination. The effort of information dissemination brought a new wave of hope on faces 

of grieved Afghans who are well-informed about government policies about their future.  

 

The detailed break-up of targeted population planning group is as under; 

 

TABLE 1 

Details of Afghan Population Planning Group 

Age Group Male Female Total 

in numbers in % in numbers in % in numbers in % 

0-4 16,002 9.11% 15,510 8.83% 31,512 17.94% 

5-17 35,359 20.13% 33,673 19.17% 69,032 39.30% 

18-59 33,936 19.32% 34,463 19.62% 68,400 38.94% 

60 and > 3,847 2.19% 2,863 1.63% 6,710 3.82% 

Total: 89,144 50.75% 86,510 49.25% 175,654 100.00% 

Major locations: Hangu, Kohat, FR Kohat, Bannu, FR Bannu, Lakki Marwat, FR Lakki 

Marwat, Dera Ismail Khan, FR DIK, Tank and FR Tank 

 

AIMS / OBJECTIVES OF STUDY 

The research aims to analyze Afghan refugee repatriation from Pakistan and their problems they will 

face before and after repatriation in Pakistan and Afghanistan. The study highlights the views of the 

Afghan community living in the southern district of KP. The communities were involved in FGDs and 

awareness campaign to get a first hand data. 
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

Objective 1 

 Knowing the perception of Afghan refugees about voluntary repatriation residing in camps as 

well as those residing outside, in a dignified manner. 

Objective 2 

 To assist Afghan refugees families to organize them into homogeneous groups for voluntary 

return to Afghanistan. 

Expected Output(s) 

 Identified Afghan refugees families are motivated and prepared to voluntarily return to 

Afghanistan.  

 The returning refugee families are registered and the data regarding their repatriation recorded. 

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

Pakistan hosted the Afghan refugees since the last three decades and still a huge number of Afghan 

communities are residing in different part of Pakistan. The study examined the issues and problems 

that are faced by the refugees while residing in Pakistan and those difficulties that they are likely to 

face after repatriation.  

The study throws light on the future situation, and recommends to both UNHCR and GoP to deal with 

the issue of refugees effectively.More specifically, this research attempts raising several questions; for 

instance, why repatriation has assumed greater significance now and how can the current repatriation 

program be made a success, given the past failures? A successful repatriation means not only return 

but also re-entering the mainstream of life- economically, politically, socially in Afghanistan. This 

requires incentives for refugees to go back and resettle without any fear of insecurity. Monetary and 

material incentives are not enough by themselves to guarantee a durable and sustainable repatriation. It 

is a an imporetant point to ask what policy readjustments are reqiured on part of Pakistan to make 

repatriation a success? Clearly the Repatriation Program needs to be re-evaluated and re-assessed to 

overcome the shortcomings in policy and chalk out new strategies. How UNHCR can help face the 

challenges and assist them in repatriation is a question on which the success of the repatriation policy 

hinges. 
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CHAPTER II 

METHODOLOGY 

The survey was intended to find the perception of Afghan refugees regarding the UNHCR Voluntary 

Repatriation Project as well as Voluntary Repatriation Centers, and information about problems faced 

by Afghan refugees in Pakistan and their apprehension of what problems they might face during 

repatriation. 

A qualitative approach was opted for the survey, which was based on a wide range of sources for data 

collection and subsequent analysis. These were:  

 Identifying and then meeting with key informants. 

 Desk review of available information about Afghan refugees repatriation and the issues they 

face upon return. 

 Information provided by the refugees in interviews.   

 Awareness campaigns. 

 Focus Group Discussions.  

TARGETED POPULATION 

Afghan refugees living in the southern districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were the target population of 

this study. Majority of the population of this region is Pashtun. The southern area of KP is extremely 

hot and De is the southernmost district of the province. Most of the afghan refugee’s camps and 

villages are also situated in this arid desert like area.  The geographic region where the survey was 

conducted included District Kohat, District Bannu, District Dera Ismail Khan, District Lakki Marwat 

and Tank.  

SAMPLING APPROACH 

The target area was divided into 2 main regions that are Kohat and Bannu (which included Dera Ismail 

Khan, Lakki Marwat, and Tank). The survey conducted 279 FGDs in the targeted areas. A total of 100 

FGDs were selected on the basis of completeness, geographical area, gender & time, and were 

analyzed with the proportion of 44% and 56% for Kohat and Bannu regions respectively. 
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DATA ANALYSIS   

The data was obtained from the survey during the implementation of the VRP by RIPORT, which is a 

core goal of this project. The gathered data was analyzed statistically. The FGDs were desegregated on 

the aspects of completeness, geographical area, gender and time. Quantification of FGDs was done 

using Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS). Pilot testing was used to identify the initial 

problems in analysis. For data analysis purpose, descriptive/graphical formats were used to compile 

and explain the responses.  

SURVEY DURATION 

The survey duration was six months from date April 3, 2012 to September 30, 2012. 

SURVEY INSTRUMENTS  

The survey instruments include questionnaire for Focus Group Discussions, referral forms, key 

informants interviews, these were used to achieve VRP desired objectives.  Field officers were 

responsible to conduct FGDs, fill the referral form which was provided by the UNHCR and awareness 

campaign. 
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CHAPTER III 

ANALYSIS 

 

Migration Period 

Figure 1 illustrates the population 

of Afghan refugees that migrated 

to Pakistan in different years after 

the Soviet invasion of 

Afghanistan. Soon after the 

Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 

the security situation worsened. 

According to survey results, more 

than two third of the total 

migration that is 74% occurred 

during 1978 to 1980 (one year before the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and two years after it), and 

then in 1981 to 1983 it significantly dropped as compare with 1978 to 1980 period. After 1983 the 

migration dropped dramatically.  

The following could be the reasons for the increase and drop in figures of migration of Afghan 

refugees: 

 It is likely that the very high number of Afghan refugees came to Pakistan due to: 

o Deep reforms of Islamic Law and Marriage Laws that were resisted by the traditional 

and religious leaders in rural Afghanistan who began to leave their homes fearing 

reprisals like the execution of about 27,000 prisoners in the Pul-e-Charkhi prison in 

Kabul in 1978-79. 

 After the original wave of refugees the Afghan communist government did not control about 

80% of Afghanistan thus the fear of Soviet military threat and the reversal of reforms by 

President Babrak Karmal removed the cause for Afghans to migrate out of their country. In 

FIGURE 1 
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other words by the time President Karmal had achieved power living in Afghanistan was not 

considered threatening. After President Najibullah took over in 1986 the flow of refugees had 

almost ended; this projects some very interesting hypothesis. Some of them will be of 

relevance to the galloping insecurity in Pakistan. 

Source(s) of Income  

Figure 2 shows different 

sources of income of Afghan 

refugees. According to the 

survey result 44% of Afghan 

refugees were daily wage 

earners and would constitute 

economic migrants who would 

be more inclined to live in 

Pakistan rather than return to 

Afghanistan. In the absence of 

a strong economy inside 

Afghanistan that can generate employment and livelihoods it will be difficult for to hope that they will 

wish to be repatriated to poverty. On the other hand, 14% and 13% of the population were engaged in 

agricultural/livestock and small businesses respectively. While 25% of the refugees were working as 

street vendors, mechanics, wood cutters etc. Furthermore, it was found that very few Afghan refugees 

were found employment locally. 

Relatives Living Abroad  

The bar chart in Fig. 3 shows the 

responses regarding relatives living 

abroad. In the FGDs a total of 42% 

participants replied that their 

relatives are living in countries other 

than Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

FIGURE 2 

FIGURE 3 
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While 58% responded that they have no relatives living abroad. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4 demonstrates the relationship of Afghan refugees with their relatives living aboard. As can be 

seen in the figure, 29% and 31% are the highest, which indicate the relations of brother/sister & 

son/daughter, whereas 01% is the lowest which indicates relationships father/mother & spouse. 

Furthermore, 27% are other relations like cousins, brother-in-law etc. 

The bar chart represents number of 

relatives of Afghan refugees who are 

living abroad. According to the 

analysis 92% of the FGDs’ participants 

(those who had their relatives living 

abroad) stated that two or more of their 

FIGURE 4 

FIGURE 5 
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relatives are living abroad while 03% of FGDs’ participants stated only one of their relatives living 

abroad.  

Responses about Remittances  

The figure illustrates responses of 

Afghan refugees regarding the 

remittances sent by their relatives. 

85% of the FGDs’ participants 

replied that they receive 

remittances from their relatives 

living abroad, while 15% of them 

were not receiving any remittances 

from their relative.  

 

Sharing the information regarding the amount of remittances, 59% said that they receive remittances 

between 10,001-20,000, whereas quarter of the participants replied that they receive remittances 

between 20,001-30,000, on the other hand only 12% of them receive remittances above than 40,000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 6 

FIGURE 7 
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Issues Faced in Pakistan 

The figure shows different kind of issues faced by Afghan refugees living in Pakistan. The FGDs’ 

respondents identified different issues faced by them like low earnings/livelihood, shelter, health, 

water supply, sanitation, education, safety and security, deportation, and other related issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The intensity of these problems is shown in percentage in figure 8. Analysis results indicate the top 

three issues faced by Afghan refugees were water supply, health related issues and educational issues, 

with 23%, 21% and 18% respectively. Besides this, participants reported many other issues like, 

income/livelihood, shelter, safety and security, registration, deportation, non availability of food, 

police harassment and bribery, electricity shortage, over billing, land lord harassment, non availability 

of gas and having no graveyard allocation. Whereas only 02% of the FGDs’ respondents said that they 

have no issues in Pakistan. 

 

Issues Addressed to the Concerned Authority 

The bar illustrates that 69% of the FGDs’ participants addressed the issues mentioned in figure 8 to the 

relevant authorities. While 31% of them said that they have never addressed these issues to any 

concerned authorities because no organization has ever visited them to solve their issues.  

FIGURE 8 
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FIGURE 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10 shows the organizations/authorities with which Afghan refugees discussed their issues. The 

FGDs’ respondents were asked to identify the authority with whom issues were discussed, whether 

Government and/or NGOs. According to the survey analysis 66% addressed their issues with NGOs. 

While 31% of the total responded that they discussed their issues with Government. Whereas, 03% 

were unaware of the organization/authority with which they discussed their issues.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 10 
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Expected Issues in Afghanistan 

The below figure portraits expected issues the Afghan refugees might face after reaching to their 

country of origin. The top three issues disclosed in the FGDs were shelter problem, safety/security and 

income/livelihood, which weighted 70% of the total issues, they expected to face. Other predicted 

issues include lack of educational opportunities, poor health facilities, water supply and sanitation, 

damaged infrastructure, ethnic discrimination, presence of Taliban, harassment by American and 

NATO forces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beneficiaries of VRC Services and Prevailing Situation of Afghanistan 

Figure 12 depicts the analysis of Afghan refugees who were benefited from VRC Services. According 

to the FGDs’ analysis more than half of the Afghan refugees that represents 57% of the total responses 

didn’t benefit from the services of VRC. On the other hand 31% Afghan refugees gained this service 

in which 19% said that many of their relatives availed this service while 12% were of the view that 

only few of their relatives were benefited from this program.  

FIGURE 11 
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In this survey respondents were asked the opinion about the prevailing situation in Afghanistan, shared 

by those people who were benefited from VRC Program. According to the results (figure 13) 53 % of 

FIGURE 12 

FIGURE 13 
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the total said that safety and security are main issues in Afghanistan, while 09 % had health issues. 

The respondent revealed that there were some other issues related to livelihood, law & order situation, 

water supply and deportation whereas only 03% said that there are no issues/problem in Afghanistan, 

which is comparatively low percentage but still it is a promising sign. 

 

Repatriated Areas of Afghan Refugees  

This question was about the areas where Afghan refugees have returned after repatriation process. As 

per analysis of this question it was found that these people had moved to different areas of 

Afghanistan. Majority of them were repatriated to Kabul, Jalalabad, Nangarhar, Paktiya, Paktika, 

Gardez and Khost. In some cases people also preferred to settle in Kandahar, Bardes, Sarobi and Azry. 

Along with that the FGDs’ participants were asked to share the information regarding the routes which 

Afghan refugees used during the repatriation process. It can be seen from figure 14 that more than 

50% of the total population used the Torkham border which shows the significance of this border 

whereas 28% preferred to travel through Ghulam Khan border and only 01% opted Kunduz border for 

repatriation which is relatively low percentage among them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 14 
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Support Needed in Afghanistan 

In the survey the FGDs participants were asked to give suggestions regarding support and services to 

be offered in Afghanistan that will be an incentive for them to return based on information provided to 

them by their relatives who were already in Afghanistan. The bar diagram below depicts that more 

than one third of the total FGDs’ participants demanded safety and security at their homeland.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moreover, they want assistance in terms of income and livelihood support, shelter and educational 

facilities etc. While 04% of the respondents replied that they don’t need any kind of support in 

Afghanistan. 

 

Health Problems of Afghan Refugees 

The respondents of the survey were asked to share their health problems, i.e. to discuss the common 

diseases faced by them. The common revealed diseases faced by them are; Typhoid, Measles, 

Dysentery, Diarrhea, Hepatitis C, Thalassemia, Skin Disease, Malaria, TB, and Cholera.  

 

 

FIGURE 15 



18 
 

 

Ethnic Discrimination in Pakistan 

Figure 16 shows the ethnic 

discrimination faced by Afghan 

Refugees in Pakistan. Most of the 

FGDs’ participants responded 

that they have never been 

discriminated, that represent 88% 

of total. Few of the FGDs’ 

participants, i.e.10% stated that 

they were ethnically 

discriminated, while only 2% 

came up with no response to this 

question. 

 

Refugees assisted in Voluntary Repatriation 

Respondents were asked whether they had been facilitated by any organization during the repatriation 

process to Afghanistan or not. Figure 17 clearly indicates that 70% of the Afghan refugees were not 

facilitated by any VR services, while only 30% of them were compensated in voluntary repatriation to 

Afghanistan.  

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 16 

FIGURE 17 
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This shows that most the people were not assisted during this process, thus clearly there is a gap in the 

area of facilitation. Another question was incorporated to inquire that which organization facilitated 

during repatriation. In most of the cases UNHCR and CAR were the main facilitators. Furthermore, 

there were few other responses such as RIPORT, BEFARe, NRC, SACH, DA, CDU, WHO, who 

helped in repatriation.  

 

Knowledge about UNHCR-VRC Program 

The below pie chart illustrates the responses of FGDs’ participants regarding their knowledge about 

UNHCR-VRC program. Only 23% of the total respondents were aware of UNHCR-VRC program, 

while three quarter of the total participants were unaware of such program. They acknowledged that in 

their region it was the work done by RIPORT that told them about the UNHCR-VRC program for the 

first time. Sharing their knowledge about VRC program, the participants stated that it is a good 

program if UNHCR can provide them security during the repatriation process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

FIGURE 18 
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FIGURE 20 

Source(s) of Information about VRC Program 

The below pie chart represents the source(s) of information about the UNHCR VRC program. 50% of 

the respondents revealed that they got informed about VRC program/service through different non-

government organizations, 33% covered by Government and just 02% response was civil societies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Views of Afghan Refugees about VRC Program 

Figure 20 shows satisfaction level of 

Afghan refugees regarding UNHCR-

VRC program. It was found from the 

analysis that 78% of the Afghan refugees 

(those who were already familiar with 

UNHCR-VRC program) were satisfied 

by the services provided by this program, 

while 22% expressed doubts regarding 

provision of such services and had 

FIGURE 19 
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negative attitude towards UNHCR-VRC program.  

Voluntary Repatriation  

 The diagram explains views of 

Afghan refugees regarding voluntary 

repatriation. Analysis found that 69% 

of the Afghan refugees were not 

ready to move back to their country, 

while 31% respondent said that they 

are willing for repatriation with 

certain conditions like food, shelter, 

and security etc being met. 

 

 

Views about Integration in Pakistan 

The below chart shows the responses against the question, if the Afghan refugees want integration in 

Pakistan. While sharing their views 84% of the FGDs’ participants replied positively, i.e. they wanted 

to become permanent residents and citizens of Pakistan. While 15% of the FGDs’ respondents were 

reluctant and argued that they don’t want integration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 21 
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Re-settlement in Other Countries 

Figure 23 defines the responses of 

Afghan refugees about the 

resettlement in other countries apart 

from Afghanistan and Pakistan. 74% 

of the Afghan refugees were not in 

favor of re-settlement in other 

countries but only 25% said they 

wanted to re-settle in any other 

country, with the condition that it 

was an Islamic country.  

 

 

Predicted Issues During Repatriation 

The bar diagram below represents the predicted issues Afghan refugees might face during the 

repatriation process using UNHCR-VRC services. As shown in the figure 38% of the total FGDs’ 

participants feared that they may face security issues in the repatriation to the country of origin.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 23 

FIGURE 24 
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Support and Satisfaction Level  

The pie chart explains the responses of 

Afghan refugees if they were provided 

support related to safety, education, 

registration, basic health facilities, 

encashment and resolution of land 

disputes etc. The survey found that 54% of 

the total FGDs’ respondents were with the 

idea that support was provided to them 

related to their issues. While 46% 

participants told that they did not receive 

any support. 

Figure 26 demonstrates the satisfaction level of Afghan refugees. A small portion of participants 

which is 12%, told that they are satisfied with support. Maximum number (50%) showed low 

satisfaction, while 38% were not satisfied at all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 25 
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Return to Afghanistan and Issues faced in Past  

The graph shows the return/visit of Afghan refugee to their homeland. As it can be seen that 70% of 

Afghan refugees went back to their country of origin but returned to Pakistan due to certain issues they 

faced. Among their top most concern was lack of safety and security in Afghanistan (as shown in 

figure 28). They also faced several other issues that included; lack of water supply, sanitation, health 

and education facilities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the other hand while crossing the border they faced many issues. Amongst the common ones were 

harassment by police and other security forces who wanted bribes to let the refugees pass through. 

Apart from that 30% of the FGDs respondents argued that they had never returned back to 

Afghanistan after their migration to Pakistan. 

FIGURE 27 
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FIGURE 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Skill Development Program 

In response to the question regarding requirement(s) for Skill Development Program for youth in 

Afghanistan, as shown in figure 29, 86% of the FGDs’ participants were in favor of launching of such 

programs, while only 14% said that they don’t need such programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 28 
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The top three skills demanded for youth were Mechanical/Technical training, Tailoring/Embroidery 

training, and Information Technology courses. Other demanded skills included carpenter/plumber, 

driving, mason, jewelry making, poultry and fishery. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provision of Encashment 

Figure 31 shows the respondents’ 

knowledge regarding provision of 

encashment after crossing border. It was 

found that 70% of the Afghan refugees 

were aware of this service, while others 

were unaware of such service.  

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 30 

FIGURE 31 
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Problems at the Collection Point 

In response to the question regarding expected problems at collection point. one third didn’t know 

about the problems that they may face at collection point. While some of them mentioned that there 

could be a problem of waiting for long time. Some other issues identified by the respondents included 

affordability, demand for bribes, illiteracy, deduction from encashment, late payment, fans and 

lightning problem, haphazard situation, no separate place for women and children. Few of them i.e. 

10% recorded that they may face problems of shortage of food and drinking water facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 32 
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Reclamation of Property 

Figure 33 describes here the need of the 

legal assistance for the Afghan refugees in 

reclamation of their property in 

Afghanistan. As it can be seen from the 

figure 34, 78%, which is more than two 

third of the respondents do not need any 

legal assistance in reclamation of their 

property. On the other hand 22% said that 

they needed assistance for reclamation of 

their property. The people who need legal assistance in reclamation of their property said that their 

property is occupied by Taliban. In which 53% of the property was commercial while 33% was 

residential, whereas both commercial and residential property was 14%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 33 
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Employment and Small Business 

In this survey respondents were 

questioned whether would they 

required any assistance in adopting 

employment/business as an income 

generating strategy upon their return. 

Interestingly almost all of the 

feedback was positive that they 

require this kind assistance in future 

(figure 35), so they could live a better 

life. 

Figure 36 shows the employment/business priorities, which they may require in Afghanistan. 

According to the analysis 55% of the responses were in the favor of small Business/Entrepreneurship. 

The second highest figure is 33% which includes some other skills and type of employment so that 

they can support their families. These skills include driving, carpet weaving, sewing and tailoring. 

While 03% prioritized agriculture and livestock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 35 

FIGURE 36 
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Assistance for Children Education  

Below are the responses of Afghan refugees when they were asked about assistance they needed for 

their children’s education. As shown by the chart all of them were demanding educational assistance 

for their children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 38 gives an idea about assistance needed for the level of education. Maximum number said of 

66% of respondents wanted assistance for higher level of education in which 34% needed assistance 

up to higher secondary level and 32% need assistance till graduation and above. Moreover, 25% 

requirements for assistance were for secondary level education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIGURE 37 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDINGS 

 Survey found that most of the Afghan refugees migrated to Pakistan between 1978 and 1980.  

 It was revealed that the main sources of hh income were daily wages, livestock, and small 

businesses.  

 From the analysis we came to know that few relatives (sons, husband, brother etc.) of Afghans 

are living abroad and they send remittances to their family members to fulfill their expenses. 

Majority of the remittances amount ranges from 10,001 – 20,000. 

 Majority of Afghan refugees living in Southern KP from the time of Russian invasion and they 

are facing many problems since then. During this survey most common issues were identified 

by VRP team, the common among these are; 

o Shelter is basic need of every person, but unfortunately there were no proper houses for 

afghan refugees and they were living in camps and tents for years. 

o Another main problem was health. Malnutrition, contaminated water and polluted 

environment caused different diseases in refugees’ camps/villages but there were no 

proper health facilities available for them. 

o In some areas there were few BHUs but people were not satisfied from their service. 

o Education is basic right of every person, but their children had no proper educational 

facilities.  

o They were unaware of educational policies implemented in government and private 

institution.  

o Moreover, they were unable to pay expenses for the education of their children. 

o Another main concern by Afghans refugees was water supply. Some were facing water 

shortage problem while other were having polluted and contaminated water. 

o Almost every single afghan had this issue. They were harassed.  According to the 

results of FGDs this was the most recorded problem of the Afghans. Then they used to 

give bribe to police.  
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o Refugees were worried about their daily expenses, earning from driving, tailoring, shop 

keeping was not enough for their needs. 

o In some camps there was no electricity available, while those refugees having 

electricity had a complaint about low voltage and high electricity bills. 

 The above issues were discussed with both public and private organizations. But as per 

responses from the community those issues were not addressed properly. 

 Afghan refugees were with the view that they could face few constraints after repatriating to 

their native land. Those expected problems are as follow:  

o According to the FGDs there is a lack of income opportunities and resources are very 

limited because of the worst situation in the region. 

o No housing scheme is designed for repatriated Afghan people; their own houses, land 

and other properties are disputed. 

o Another main problem which they could face is lack of health facilities. Most of the 

respondents said that there is lack of equipped hospitals and trained doctors. 

o In this era education is the fundamental right of every of every human being and is 

necessary for personal growth. However, the Afghans fear that they may lack this 

facility in Afghanistan, as many educational institutions are destroyed during war. 

o One of the biggest issues in Afghanistan is Safety and Security. According to Afghans 

they are not safe due to presence of Taliban and NATO forces, that’s why many people 

avoid returning to their homeland. 

 Maximum Afghan refugees reported that no one of their family member has been benefited 

from VRC services. 

 About prevailing situation of Afghanistan the Afghan people were not satisfied and told that 

health, security, income, and education sectors were in worse conditions and life there was 

miserable. 

 It was observed that after repatriation Afghans returned to different areas of origin country. 

Most of them were moved to Kabul, Gardez, Khost, Paktiya, Jalalabad, and Nangarhar. The 

FGDs results also found that during repatriation most of them used Torkham Border and 

Ghulam Khan Border. 
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 Afghan refugees living in Pakistan were facing many problems regarding health; because of 

surrounding environment, malnutrition and polluted water many diseases took place. 

According to the respondents they were suffering from various diseases such as:  

o Diarrhea 

o HBS 

o Hepatitis 

o Skin disease 

o Malaria 

o Typhoid 

 Most of the respondent said that they did not face any ethnic discrimination in Pakistan, while 

some reported that they were discriminated and harassed by the police. 

 Study also disclosed that many of them had no information about UNHCR’ VRC program. 

 Most of the Afghans expressed their willingness for repatriation if security, shelter and 

livelihood issues are solved. While some were not interested because of the situation in 

Afghanistan is not suitable for living and they want to live in Pakistan. 

 The study found that they were ready for integration in Pakistan and they want to be Pakistani 

citizen. They said they would be grateful to concerned authorities if they help them in this 

matter. 

 When asked about resettlement other than Pakistan, only few revealed that they would like to 

get settled in Muslim countries. While majority of the Afghan refugees were not interested in 

resettlement in any other country. 

 From the FGDs’ responses following problems came into the notice which they might face 

during repatriation process using UNHCR’s VRC services 

o Mobility 

o Security 

o Missing documents 

o Transportation issues 

o Affordability 

o Harassment by security forces 
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 Most of Afghan refugees were visiting Afghanistan on regular basis for different purposes. 

However, few of them never visited their native land after becoming migrant refugees.  

 Almost all of them were of the view that they needed a skill development program so that they 

can be benefited after repatriation. Their priorities were as follows: 

o Tailoring 

o IT courses 

o Mechanical and electrical training 

o Poultry farming 

 The Afghans feared to face certain issues at collection point. Following are the issues faced by 

Afghan Refugees. 

o Waiting for long time 

o Shortage of food and water 

o Police harassment 

o Stay problems 

o Bribery 

 All of them required assistance in provision of education for their children in schools and 

colleges. They were interested to educate their children up to higher secondary level. 
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CHAPTER V 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

o Promote sustainable returns by creating viable livelihood opportunities through major 

programs in agricultural and livestock for the returnees in Afghanistan. 

o To ensure the sustainability of existing land allocation schemes and support the returnees in 

providing them back their lands for both agriculture and commercial purposes.  

o There is a need of close collaboration between Pakistan and Afghanistan in order to create 

awareness among the Afghan refugees for repatriation and reintegration in their country of 

origin.  

o A contingency plan needs to be formulated and applied for the repatriation of Afghans in a 

dignified way by having a firm dedication to VR. 

o Human Rights Commission and other agencies of the world must help Pakistan for repatriation 

of Afghans. 

o The situation demands that partners should work for the repatriation of Afghan refugees with 

UNHCR and other organizations. 

o As discussed in the findings of the study, the Afghan refugees fear repatriation to Afghanistan 

because of poor security situation and expected problems during repatriation, therefore, 

awareness campaign needs to be started for them and the security situation needed to be 

improved in Afghanistan.  

o There is a need for enhancing the capacity of custom clearance agencies to help in easy 

repatriation of Afghan refugees.  

o Moreover, documentation-issuing authorities of both the countries must work in collaboration 

to ensure efficient and effective repatriation.  
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CONCLUSION 

The study was aimed to find answers to broad questions like; why repatriation has assumed greater 

significance now and how can the current repatriation program be made a success, given the past 

failures? What policy readjustments are required on part of Pakistan to make repatriation a success? 

How UNHCR can reduce the difficulties of refugees and assist them in repatriation?  

The study found several issues that were faced by Afghan refugees living in different camps and 

villages of Southern KP, and their fear regarding repatriation. The common issues they faced in 

Pakistan were income/livelihood related, lack of proper shelter, and poor water supply facilities.  

The current research has revealed that if the government of Pakistan and the UNHCR want voluntary 

repatriation to succeed the conditions relating to security needed improvement, the availability of jobs 

in the receiving areas needed to expand and adequate facilities needed to be available in the education 

and the health fields. Furthermore two areas that would create a pull factor in Afghanistan to attract 

the refugees back would be provision of adequate skill development opportunities and availability of 

employment to generate incomes. Clearly this is a factor that beyond the capability of Pakistan to 

influence as it hints at the availability of a separate economic growth and development strategy that is 

beyond the mandate of Pakistan. 

The Afghan refugees were afraid that on their return they were exploited by corrupt practices at the 

border and were apprehensive that they would not receive encashment, long waiting time at collection 

points. Moreover, they feared for their lives on account of insecurity in Afghanistan.  

The study also found that the Afghan refugees were not completely informed about the UNHCR-VRC 

strategy that showed inadequate communication. There is a need of more effective awareness 

campaigns regarding repatriation of Afghan refugees. However, it is evident that the negative factors 

against repatriation are more than the positive ones. 

Repatriation will increase the rate of wages as labor demand in the Southern district picks up with a 

decrease of labor availability now being provided by the Afghan Refugees.  
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CASE STUDIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22 years old Zia-ul-Haq S/O Amir Jan (POR No. DA11685091621, Tel. No. 0312-8078539) was born in 

district Karak of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. His father, Amir Jan migrated from Chimtal district of Balkh when 

Russia invaded Afghanistan in 1979. Consequently, they crossed the Pak-Afghan border and took refuge in 

district Hangu. Amir Jan took lot of hardships in establishing a mediocre level garments business for his 

family’s survival. The business never flourished and could not survive expenses in Hangu and so they moved 

to Sharkardara village in district Karak. In 1995, due to unavoidable circumstances, they had to relocate in 

BizanKhel camp in Bannu and are currently living in the camp. 

Zia-ul-Haq shared his story with the VRP representative that he was born in 1990 and started his primary 

level education in a school in BizanKhel camp but he soon left the school because of non-responsiveness of 

customers and his father shut the business. He was forced to work as a daily wager labor in Bannu at the age 

of 13. With the time gone by, he set up a small garments shop in local market of Bannu and tried hard to meet 

domestic expenses. Responding to voluntary repatriation, he shared that he does not want to return due to 

strong affiliations with this country and if I am forced to leave the country I would choose Jalalabad for 

resettlement. The reason for not opting Balkh city are predominantly populated with Tajiks, lack of 

educational & health facilities and militancy in the area.  

 

Muhammad Nazir S/O Muhammad Kabir (POR No. CQ10897287531) is a 56 years old Afghan refugee who 

was migrated from district Shinwar, Nangarhar through Morgah border Tirah valley in 1979. Before 

migration, he owned a business of livestock in Afghanistan. He is now settled in Ghamkol camp of Kohat, 

running a bakery and having 5 married sons who are associated with labor industry, all daily wagers. He 

showed dissatisfaction over the security situation in Shinwar due to personal enmity with his fellow villagers 

and not ready to return.  

Rahim Khan S/O Sabza Gul (POR No. DE10645199451, Mob. No. 0302-5655216) is a 30 years old refugee 

living in Dabara Camp of district Tank with his four children and wife. His was father was associated with 

dairy and livestock business in district Rashida in Ghazni province of Afghanistan and migrated to Angoor 

Ada, South Waziristan.  Due to lack of livelihood opportunities they moved to Dabara camp in Tank in 

1985.He shared that his father wanted to set up the same dairy business to overcome his family hand to 

mouth situation, but his dream didn’t come true while they were living in Angoor Ada. Now, they are running 

same business in Tank and their financial problems have been ameliorated. He expressed dissatisfaction over 

the overall security situation in Afghanistan and thereby refused to repatriate because they have left with no 

land or home to dwell.  

Badshah Jan S/O Sard Ali Shah (POR No. DC13263993651, Mob. No. 0343-3682884) is a 30 years old 

Afghan refugee whose family migrated from district Bal in Khost province in 1980. Now they live in 

MachanKhel Ada, LakkiMarwat. In Afghanistan, his father was a daily wage earner. In initial years of 

migration, they were living in tents as they could not afford renting a house. Mr. Badshah sells maswak and 

tasbeehs in Lakki bazaar to fight hunger. 

He shared the same story that police is creating havoc for refugees and causing lot of extortion. Above all, he 

is deeply indebted because of her mother’s knee joint treatment for the past 16 years but still all in vain. He 

strongly appreciated any skill development initiative by UNHCR or other NGOs and quoted as a dire need for 

refugees that will help them generate income either in Pakistan or Afghanistan. He does not want to return 

unless NATO troops leave his country and employment situation is better. Otherwise, returning to 

Afghanistan is more prone to problems. 
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Hamzullah Khan S/O Shahzer Khan (POR No. DC12910553461, Mob. No. 0306-5906297) is a 24 years old 

refugee and originally belongs to district Urugun of Paktika province. He is living with two children and wife 

in a rented house in MachanKhel Adda , Lakki Marwat. His father who used to make money from collection 

of woods and selling them in market was migrated to LakkiMarwat from Paktiya in 1979. Hamzullah Khan is 

a rickshaw driver and is very vulnerable due to harassment of almost police every day. For no particular 

reasons, policemen are extorting his earnings and so he hardly meets domestic expenses. About repatriation, 

he said that militancy is on its peak in Paktiya and he is having no land assets in Paktiya, therefore, he wants 

to stay in Pakistan indefinitely. 

Mashaal Khan S/O Dawtanai Khan (POR No. DA12954594971, Mob. No. 0308-8022758) is a 51 and living 

in Sarai Naurang in LakkiMarwat since 1989 with his six sons, two daughters and a wife. At first, he 

migrated to Thall border area from district Sarobi, Paktika in 1979. He was migrated just after the start of 

Russian war in 1979 through Thall border area of Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

I started living in this camp with numerous issues related to shelter, employment, children education, and 

health, said Mashaal Khan. Now he can manage to earn around Rs. 300 per day through garbage collection 

but is never enough to cope with family expenditure because he is renting a house. Due to no particular skills 

they are not getting any employment opportunities and said that if RIPORT initiates a skill & vocational 

training project in the area that will help us the most before and after returning. In the prevailing situation of 

Paktika, he is not ready to repatriate. If he ever had to return then he will choose Ghazni for repatriation. 

Moreover, poverty and police harassment are the major problems they are going through. 

Gul Nabi S/O Hussain Khan (POR No. DA11410615401), a 31 years old refugee was born in Tabai camp in 

Miran Shah in 1981 is living a prosperous life with his wife and two children. He originally belongs to 

Chahar Dara district of Kunduz province. His father left Afghanistan in 1979 after Russian forces invaded 

Afghanistan, lived in Tabai camp in Miran Shah for 9 years and moved to Gambila camp in 1988. They are 

associated with garbage collection and generating income through it. He shared that he was jailed in Lahore 

for losing Rs. 500,000 to my local business partner. He does not want to repatriate with his family because he 

has got disputed land with no resolution after unlawfully going into Uzbeks’ possession. He wants remedies 

for education, health, and Punjab & Peshawar police’s harassment related issues in Pakistan. 

 

Hussain Muhammad S/O Fateh Muhammad (POR No. DA11478869121) is 54 years old man and was born 

in district Chahar Dara in Kunduz province of Afghanistan. He has come from a very poor family. He was 

hawaldar in Afghan army and was very having a peaceful life. He was 20 years old when Russian forces 

tormented their country and he witnessed the horrific Russian tank attacks. He was left with no other option 

but resigning from his services and left the country in pursuit of survival of his family. They moved to Sadgai 

camp in Miran Shah and started cattle business.  After 7 years, they his family left Sadgai camp and moved to 

Gambila camp are still living there. Hussain said that he is having a wonderful life and all his children are 

married and running their own businesses.  He also shared his miseries that before leaving Afghanistan he 

lost his brother and his wife in a mines blast and soon after entering Pakistan his brother was arrested and was 

jailed in Lahore for 4 months unlawfully. According to him, they started living here in miserable situation 

when they did not have any shelter; all were unemployed and were having no basic facilities. They now do 

not want to repatriate unless permanent shelter is provided and resolution of land disputes with local Uzbeks 

in Kanduz province. He also demanded fast withdrawal of NATO forces from Afghanistan.   
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Gul Baz  S/O Habib Khan (POR No. CQ1019736024, Mob. No. 0306-3991261) is a 76 years old Afghan 

refugee who was migrated from Sarobi, Paktika through Terimangal border area of Kurram Agency in 1979 

and has been living in Ghamkol Camp of Kohat ever since. His family of six members used to work as a 

daily wage earner in Afghanistan before moving to Pakistan. The whole family is very vulnerable and 

exposed to economic and livelihood crises and has got a strong fear of deportation from Pakistan for certain 

reasons. His wife is suffering from multiple diseases and is paralyzed. He lost his house in Russian airstrikes 

and believes that the land is someone else’s possession, thus, he does not want to repatriate.  

 

Ghulam Ghaus S/O Fazal Jan (POR No. CQ10828141721, Mob. No. 0342-9038082) is a 56 years old Afghan 

refugee migrated from Dil Balah district of Nangarhar through Torkham border and moved to Ghamkol 

camp. He had continued his studies in Pakistan and now he is a teacher in BEFAREe Refugee School in 

Ghulam Banda refugee village of Kohat. His two sons are daily wagers in motor workshop. He also shared 

that he applied in a primary school in Ningarhar for a teaching related position but he was refused because he 

got educational transcripts awarded by Pakistani institutions. He is not ready to repatriate.  

 

 

 

Hassan Jan (POR No. DA10510990651, Mob. No. 0343-9195660) was born in Afghanistan in 1971 and has 

got a well-known family background in Logar province. He was enjoying best days of his life with his family 

and was 9 years old child when Russia invaded his country and life became a misery for them. In result, his 

family decided to leave their country in 1982 and moved to Hangu. After spending 10 years in a camp in 

Hangu, they found hard to sustain the bad security situation and moved to BizanKhel camp in Bannu where 

they started garments business together. They started their life with numerous problems such as no adequate 

shelter, employment, education, health and other basis facilities in Bannu.  Soon they built a mud house to 

leave tents and overcome livelihood problems with time. They started visiting Afghanistan freely whenever 

they felt need.  

 

I lost Rs. 3.4 million in 2010 flood in Nowshera when my garments shop was demolished and lost all the 

valuable stock, my mother is suffering from severe tuberculosis and I am now finding it very hard to meet 

expenses related to her treatment, said Hassan Jan. he also shared that in current circumstances, they are not 

considering returning to their country because they cannot afford it.  We have no land, no assurance of 

livelihood opportunities, and bad security situation due to presence of NATO forces are the drivers for no 

returns. Police harassment and absence of drinking water is major issues they are going through, he stated.  

 

 
28 Years old Abdul Nasir S/O Haji Ashraf (POR No. DA11689824151, Mob. No. 0346-8299937) was born 

in 1984 in Korchan camp of Mianwali. His father survived from Russian attacks in Balkh province and left 

Afghanistan in 1979. They started their new phase of life in a tent in Korchan camp. He tried hard to start 

garments business in heart of the city and flourished slowly. They had to move to BizanKhel camp in Bannu 

in 1998 to rejoin their rest of family and to avoid clean drinking water shortage. They started the same 

business in Bannu city but very soon, his father passed away and left Abdul Nasir when he was only 16. Ever 

since, he is the only bread earner of his family for the past 12 years now but enjoying his life in the camp 

with his family and invested one million rupees in his late father’s business. He has got no intentions to return 

to Afghanistan due to satisfactory situation of his business. Another potential reason for nor returning to 

Afghanistan is the poor law & order situation in Balkh, no opportunities for business & employment, 

presence of NATO forces. In the prevailing situation in the camp, shortage of electricity, lack of educational 

& health services, absence of clean drinking water and police harassment are the major issues they are facing 

and asking Pakistan government authorities & UNHCR for resolving the matters for them.  
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Khan Mohammad S/O Zairi Gul (POR No. DA10316683550, 0336-6988089) is 18 and was born in Gambila 

camp of LakkiMarwat. His family moved to Pakistan in 1979 through rough mountainous area of Ghulam 

Khan, North Waziristan when Russia invaded the country. After leaving Chahar Dara, Kanduz, they preferred 

Miran Shah, North Waziristan to be their second home but due to no livelihood opportunities and electricity, 

they moved in Gambila camp in 1995. He said they he has seen very tough time when he was a kid but now 

he is associated with crockery business and having 2 children.  His father is having a fruit shop on main Indus 

highway and leading a prosperous life together. They request for permanent residence in Pakistan because 

Afghanistan is no more an option for them due to having no land property and bad security situation. Pakistan 

is our home now, Khan Mohammad said. 

 
Pir Gul S/O Pudal Khan (POR No. CQ10793863461, Mob. No. 0333-9344928) is a 33 and migrated to 

Pakistan when he was one year old baby in 1979. They migrated through Terimangal border area of Kurram 

Agency from Sarobi, Paktika.. His father namely Pudal Khan had owned land in Afghanistan and was 

associated with farming before Russian forces invaded the country. Pir Gul is running weaponry and 

ammunition in business in Dara Adam Khel in FR Kohat. He had invested a million rupees in this business 

thus he does not want to lose his lucrative business for the sake of repatriation. His younger brother is 

suffering from heart disease and doctors have advised him to go through a surgery which will cost them Rs. 

500,000. Also, his 5 years old son’s eye is severely infected for years and is hardly meeting treatment 

expenses despite having a settled business. 

Due to having horrific militancy and NATO forces operations in Paktika and despite being extorted, they 

prefer to stay in Pakistan. 
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ANNEXURE 

Voluntary Repatriation Project 

 

Focus Group Discussion Questionnaire 

Introduction  

My Name is ___________________________I am working as _______________________ I represent RIPORT 

on behalf of UNHCR and Commissionerate of Afghan Refugees and Ministry of SAFRON, GoP. 

In its efforts to address your [Afghan Refugees especially the ‘Proof of Registration (POR) 

card holders] issues and concerns being faced in prevailing situation of livelihood, safety, 

health, security, education, registration, land requisition etc. before, during and after 

voluntary repatriation. In order to understand your problems better and provide durable 

solutions accordingly, we appreciate your cooperation in sparing time to answer the 

questions prepared for the purpose.    

The discussions are a continual process and we will remain in contact to discuss subsequent 

issues and provide necessary solutions. The focal person opted by you can contact us 

whenever a need arises.  

Date:  

District/FR/Agency:  

Tehsil:  

Camps/Refugees 

village 

 

RIPORT’s 

Interviewer(s) 

Name: 

 

Designation 

 

Signature: 

Others who 

accompanied in the 

activity 

Name: 

 

Dept. 

 

Signature: 

Name: Dept. Signature: 

Name: Dept. Signature: 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

S/No Respondent’s 

Name & Father 

Name 

Age Contact 

No. 

L/line 

or 

Mobile 

Family Size 

(AM, AF, MC and FC) 

POR Card 

No. 

Name of contact person  

(Source(s) of info. in 

Afg.) 

 

Contact No. of 

the source in Afg. 

Camp/Refugee Village 

e.g. Total 9 = 2AM, 3AF, 

1MC and 3FC 

1.         

2.         

3.         

4.         

5.         

6.         

7.         

8.         

9.         

10.         
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Main theme of discussion 

1 General Information of families and issues 

(Issues regarding country of residence, livelihood, safety, health, security, education, registration, land requisition 

etc. before, during and after voluntary repatriation AND addressing their choices of 

repatriation/integration/resettlement) 

2 Information regarding UNHCR’s VRC Services 

3 Details of source of information of respondent’s country of origin 

QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

Question 1: How long have you been living in this country?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 2: What is your source of income?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 3:  Are you relatives living in any other country (ies) apart from Afghanistan and Pakistan? 

What is your relation with them? How many are they? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 4:  Do your relatives send you remittances from abroad? How much (in currency)? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Question 5: What are the issues you are facing in country of residence (Pakistan)? In order of 

priority: 

 

i. ____________________________________________________________________ 

ii. ____________________________________________________________________ 

iii. ____________________________________________________________________ 

iv. ____________________________________________________________________ 

v. ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Any other: 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 6: Have you addressed these issues with relevant govt. and non-govt. organizations?  

Yes  No.   (If No, skip Q3) 

 

Question 7: If yes, then please tell us the nature of problem/issue and how was it addressed and with 

whom?  (Govt., non-govt. organization, civil society, army etc.) 

a) ____________________________________________________________________ 

b) ____________________________________________________________________ 

c) ____________________________________________________________________ 

d) ____________________________________________________________________ 

e) ____________________________________________________________________ 
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Question 8: What do you expect, what sort of issues you might face after reaching your country 

of origin, explain?   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 9: How many of your relatives/acquaintance have been benefited from voluntary repatriation 

services and what are their feedback on prevailing situation of Afg.? (Livelihood opportunities, security 

and law & order situation, educational opportunities and health services etc. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 10: Which areas in Afghanistan they have returned to? Which border route they used during 

the repatriation process? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 11: Based on information provided to you by your relatives who have already returned, what 

are your suggestions regarding support/services to be offered in Afg.?  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 12: What sort of diseases and health problems you normally face in the prevailing situation? 

Please state the nature of disease.  

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Question 13: Have you faced any ethnic discrimination in the past?  

Please tell us the nature of discrimination and how you dealt with that? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 14: Have any organizations facilitated you in voluntary repatriation to Afg. yet? If yes, then 

who? Yes  No.    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 15: Do you know about UNHCR’s VRC Program?  Yes  No.   (If yes, then share your 

knowledge about VRC services. Please share your source of information.) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Question 16: What are your views/expectations about UNHCR’s VRC Program?  (Ideas, belief, attitude 

etc.) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 17: What are your views about voluntary repatriation? (Returns to country of origin) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 18: What are your views about integration in country of residence? (Switching their status 

from refugee to Pak. citizen) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Question 19:  What are your views about re-settlement in other country (ies)? (Resettle in other country 

(ies). 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _______ 

 

Question 20:   What do you predict about the issues you might face during repatriation process using 

UNHCR’s VRC services? (Mobility, security constraints, affordability, missing documents, non-availability of family 

members etc.) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 21:   Have you been provided support related to safety, education, registration, basic health 

services, encashment and resolution of land disputes etc. What is the level of your satisfaction? Explain! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 22: How many times have you already returned and back to Pakistan? What issues you faced in 

the past? What do you suggest us how should we address those issues to provide durable solution? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 23: Do you have any requirement(s)/demands for launching a Skill Development Program for 

youth that can benefit you after repatriation to your country? If yes, what areas of trainings need to be 

provided?  Yes  No.    

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Question 24: Do you have any information about ‘Provision of encashment’ after border crossing? 

(Award of $150 per person at the collection point in Afg.) 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 25: What problems do you expect at reaching collection point? And how do you think you 

would address them? (Please state the nature of problems that you might face so that we could contact 

the relevant agencies for resolution of issues). 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 26: Would you require legal assistance in reclamation of your land property? Yes  No.   

Please state the nature of property, dispute and kind of support that is required! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 27: Would you require any assistance in adapting an employment/small business? Yes  No. 

  Please state your priorities and skills! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Question 28: Would you require any assistance in adapting your children education in schools and 

colleges in Afg.? Yes  No.   Please tell us level of your children education! 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR COOPERATION & PARTICIPATION
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